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While Earth is only the fifth largest planet in the solar system, it is the only world in our solar system with
liquid water on the surface. Just slightly larger than nearby Venus, Earth is the biggest of the four planets
closest to the Sun, all of which are made of rock and metal. Namesake. Namesake. The name Earth is at |east
1,000 years old.

As the distances from the Sun to the planets are huge, they are often expressed in Astronomical Units (AU).
One AU equals roughly the distance from the Sun to Earth, or about 150 million km (93 million miles). ... Did
you know that in addition to the Sun and planets, our solar system is filled with millions of asteroids, which
are chunksof ...

Mercury isthefirst planet in our solar system. It is the closest planet to the Sun, located at an average distance
of 36 million miles (58 million kilometres) from our star cause this small planet is so close to the Sun"s
harmful solar winds, it ...

Distance from the Sun. The planets" distance from the Sun varies because all the planets orbit the Sun on
different elliptical paths. The top row of planets shows the distance in kilometersor ...

So for cosmic distances, we switch to whole other types of units: astronomical units, light years and parsecs.
Astronomical units, abbreviated AU, are a useful unit of measure within our solar system. One AU is the
distance from the Sun to Earth"s orbit, which is about 93 million miles (150 million kilometers).

Our solar system extends much farther than the eight planets that orbit the Sun. The solar system also includes
the Kuiper Belt that lies past Neptune's orbit. ... One astronomical unit (or AU) is the distance from the Sun to
Earth, or about 93 million miles (150 million kilometers). The Oort Cloud is the boundary of the Sun"s
gravitationa ...

Mercury isthefirst planet from the Sun in our Solar System.He amazed people with his retrograde movements
from the beginning and his recently discovered phases and moon-like similarities. Mercury is the closest (first)
planet to the Sun and the smallest member of our Solar System s diameter is 4,878 kilometers, and its mass is
only 5.5% of the mass of the Earth.

This 2D visual model illustrates the scale of the sun and planets in our solar system, and their current distance
from each other. The Sun. Mercury. Venus. Earth. Mars. Jupiter. Saturn. Uranus. Neptune [Name] in. ...
(Terrestrial Planet) Diameter: 4 pixels Distance: pixels. Mercury Aphelion: 69,820 pixels. Venus Perihelion:
107,480 pixels....
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The planet Earth is 93 million miles away from the sun, and with a diameter of 7,926 miles, it is the fifth
largest planet in the solar system. As far as we know, it is the only planet with life, and about 70 percent of its
surface is covered in water. Earth revolves around the sun once every 365 days and rotates on its axis in 24
hours.

Light years also provide some helpful perspective on solar system distances: the Sun is about 8 light minutes
from Earth. (And yes, there are also light seconds!)And because light from objects travels at light speed, when
you see the Sun, or Jupiter or a distant star, you're seeing it as it was when the light left it, be that 8 minutes,
tens of minutes or 4.3 years ago.

Distances Between Planets. The distances between planets will vary depending on where each planet isin its
orbit around the Sun.Sometimes the distances will be closer and other times they will be farther away.

How big is our solar system? To think about the large distances, we use a cosmic ruler based on the
astronomical unit (AU). One AU is the distance from Earth to the Sun, which is about 150 mil-lion kilometers
or 93 million miles. The area of the Sun"s influ-ence stretches far beyond the planets, forming a giant bubble
called the heliosphere.

Scaled Distance from Sun: 2 km (1.3 mi) Solar System to Scale Sun is scaled one meter (39&quot;) in
diameter Actual Size of Sun: 1,391,000 km (864,000 mi) AU ("Astronomical Unit") is the average distance
between the Sun and Earth: 150 million km (93 million mi) A little more than 100 Sun diameters will span the
distance of one AU Neptune Actual ...

The solar system consists of an average star we call the Sun, its & quot;bubble& quot; the heliosphere, which is
made of the particles and magnetic field emanating from the Sun - the interplanetary medium - and objects
that orbit the Sun: from as close as the planet Mercury all the way out to comets almost a light-year away.A
light year isthe distance light travelsin ayear, moving at about ...

Astronomers use the distance between Earth and sun, which is 93 million miles, as a new unit of measure
called the Astronomical Unit. It is defined to be exactly 1.00 for the Earth-Sun orbit distance, and we call this
distance 1.00 AUs. Problem 1 - The table below gives the distance from the Sun of the eight planets in our
solar system.

Jupiter is the largest planet in the solar system. It"s about 11 times wider than Earth with an equatorial
diameter of 88,846 miles (about 142,984 kilometers). Jupiter is the fifth planet from the Sun, orbiting at an
average ...

Students predict the scale of our solar system and the distance between planets, then check their answers using

fractions. Skip Navigation. JPL Education. ... distance to our next-nearest planet, Jupiter, is roughly 630
million kilometers. And as we get farther away from the Sun, those distances can really add up! How big are
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the planetsand ...

This artist"s concept puts solar system distances in perspective. The scale bar is in astronomical units, with
each set distance beyond 1 AU representing 10 times the previous distance. ... Neptune, the most distant planet
from the sun, is about 30 AU. Informally, the term "solar system"” is often used to mean the space out to the
last ...

In the time it takes the Earth to complete one orbit, the planets closer to the Sun (Mercury and Venus) orbit at
least once. The more distant planets (Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and Neptune) which move slower and have
agreater distance to travel, complete just afraction of their orbitsin thistime.

1. Learn about sizes and distances in our solar system. Distances in the solar system can be huge! The distance
from the Sun to Neptune is nearly three billion miles (four billion kilometers). Because the distances between

planets are so great, astronomers sometimes describe distances in terms of astronomical units (AU).

Mercury is the closest planet to the sun and the smallest planet in the solar system -- it is only a little larger
than Earth"s moon. Mercury zips around the sun in only 88 days and becauseitis...
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